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Presentation on Irish Sporting Heritage Project  at Tralee Library
Do you have photographs, programmes, plans or stories relating to Kerry’s or Ireland’s sporting venues?   If you do, a new project called ‘The Irish Sporting Heritage Project’, would like to hear from you.  Dr. Roisín Higgins will be in Tralee Library, this Thursday night,  4 March  at 7.00 pm to speak about the project and to encourage people to save our rapidly disappearing sporting heritage.
Did you know that no inventory of Ireland’s sporting heritage currently exists?  

Many of sites of historical games are being destroyed throughout the country due to redevelopment and land use changes.  Even the site of the first All-Ireland Hurling final in 1888 became the home of a Tesco supermarket in 2008.  It is vitally important, therefore, to record the disappearing and disappeared sites where sports have been played and enjoyed. 
The Irish Sporting Heritage Project aims to record Ireland’s built sporting heritage, existing and historical, over the last 150 years. The project is funded by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism and will produce an online searchable database for use by the general public. The project will identify sports of all traditions and social classes and will contribute to our knowledge an inclusive social history of Ireland. 

 The project is compiling case studies of sporting sites from across the country. These will add to our understanding of how sporting heritage has impacted on Irish culture and identity. 

The project will involve interviewing local people on the importance of the site in their locality, photographing and surveying the venue. 

Kerry has a range of important sporting venues ranging from major G.A.A. stadia to racecourses to old handball alleys.  Their histories have been rarely documented.   Representatives of all sports clubs and organisations are invited to attend as are any general historians and members of the public.  All contributions welcome.
For further information please come along to Tralee Library  Thursday 4 March or contact: 066-7121200.  Further information available at www.kerrylibrary.ie
Alternatively you can contact: Dr Roisín Higgins, Irish Sporting Heritage, Boston College-Ireland, 42, St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2. Tel 01 614 7452. Email: Higgins@irishsportingheritage.com. Website: www.irishsportingheritage.com
